METHODS:
Phagocytosis assay
J774 macrophages or murine peritoneal macrophages were plated in 24-well plates at a concentration of 10 5 cells/well and cultured in DMEM supplemented with 10% heatinactivated FBS, 2 mM L-glutamine, 100 g/ml streptomycin, and 100 U/ml penicillin in humidified 10% CO 2 at 37C for 24 h. The macrophages were washed and transiently transfected with targeting 75 nM siRNA of Mer, Axl, and Tyro3 or control siRNA (Bioneer), using 5 l siRNA transfection reagent (Genlantis). The cells were then incubated in serumfree culture medium for 48 h before further experimentation. The cells were washed three times before adding apoptotic Jurkat T cells (resuspended serum free X-vivo media) at a ratio of 3:1 and incubated for 90 min. Samples were washed prior to Wright's Giemsa staining to remove uningested apoptotic cells. Phagocytosis was quantified using the phagocytic index ((number of apoptotic bodies)/200 total macrophages) x 100) previously described (Fadok et al., 1992 ). Each condition was tested in duplicate and the reader was blinded to the sample identification during analysis.
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